Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 03577 162030Z 

L66 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-07 NSC-07 SP-03 SS-20 RSC-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 USIA-15 PRS-01 DRC-01 
/090 W 

048236 

R 162000Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6498 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 3577 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, AR 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO MUGICA'S DEATH 
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1. SUMMARY. THIRD WORLD PRIEST CARLOS MUGICA WAS BURIED ON 
MAY 13 AMID EXPRESSIONS OF REPUDIATION OF HIS MURDER AND OF 
ABHORRENCE FOR VIOLENCE. THE DIVERSITY OF THOSE EXPRESSING 
SUCH OPINIONS INDICATE THAT WHILE MANY DID NOT AGREE WITH HIS 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, UGICA DID COMMAND THE RESPECT OF A 
WIDE SEGMENT OF ARGENTINE SOCIETY. IN ADDITION TO THESE 
SENTIMENTS THERE WERE SOME ATTEMPTS TO ASSIGN THE BLAME FOR 
THE KILLING, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE TWO RIVAL FACTIONS OF THE 
LEFTIST PERONIST YOUTH. END SUMMARY 

2. THIRD WORLD PRIEST CARLOS MUGICA WAS BURIED ON MAY 13 WITH 
SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE. REPUDIATION OF THE 
MURDER AND RENEWED CALLS FOR AN END TO VIOLENCE OF THIS TYPE 
CAME FROM WIDELY DIVERGENT SECTORS. WHILE MANY OF THOSE 
EXPRESSING SUCH SENTIMENTS DID NOT AGREE WITH HIS POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY, IT WAS CLEAR THAT MUGICA DID COMMAND THE RESPECT 
OF A WIDE SEGMENT OF ARGENTINE SOCIETY. 

3. OSCAR ALENDE OF THE INTRANSIGENT PARTY WAS ONE OF MANY 
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NATIONAL DEPUTIES WHO DECRIED MUGICA'S DEATH. HE PLACED THE 
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BLAME, AS HE DOES WITH MOST OTHER PROBLEMS, ON FOREIGN INFLUENCES. 

4. THE MOST INTERESTING STATEMENTS CAME FROM THE LEFTIST PERONIST 
YOUTH (JP) SECTOR WHICH HAS SPLIT RECENTLY INTO TWO RIVAL FACTIONS. 
THE LOYAL FACTION WHICH URGES RESPECT FOR PERON'S LEADERSHIP 
AND THE VERTICALLY OF THE MOVEMENT AND THE REVOLUTIONARY 
TENDENCY WHICH CONTINUES IN ITS ROLE OF BEING ANTAGONISTIC AND 
OPENLY CRITICAL IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE GOA. TWO OF THE 

LOYAL JP ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BLAMED THE MONTONEROS OF THE REVOLU- 
TIONARY TENDENCY FOR MUGICA'S DEATH. JACOBO TIMMERMAN, EDITOR 
OF LA OPINION, ALSO HAS POINTED THE FINGER AT THE MONTONEROS 
AND SAID THAT MUGICA HAD TOLD HIM PERSONALLY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
THREATS FROM THE MONTONEROS BECAUSE OF HIS LEADERSHII ROLE IN 
THE LOYAL JP FACTION. 

5. THE MONTONEROS, ON THE OTHER HAND THROUGH THEIR SPOKESMAN 
MARIO FIRMENICH, HAVE DENIED THAT THEY KILLED MUGICA AND HAVE 
BLAMED THE "ARMED BANDS ON THE RIGHT". TIMMERMAN IN HIS CHARGE 
ALSO QUOTED MUGICA AS SAYING THAT HE FELT FIRMENICH AND THE OTHER 
MONTONERO LEADER, ROBERTO QUIETO, WERE NOT AWARE THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED THREATS FROM THEIR FOLLOWERS. GIVEN THE LOOSE ORGANIZA- 
TIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE MONTONEROS IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOME OF 
THE MONTONEROS COULD HAVE THREATENED OR EVEN KILLED MUGICA 
WITHOUT FIRMENICH OR QUIETO BEING AWARE OF IT. 

6. COMMENT. DESPITE THE EULOGIES AND BLAME SWAPPING THAT 
ACCOMPANIED MUGICA'S BURIAL, THE IDENTITY OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE 
IS STILL NOT KNOWN AND ARGENTINE POLITICAL LIFE IS NO CLOSER 

TO BEING RID OF THE VIOLENCE THAT HAS BEEN SO CHARACTERISTIC 
IN RECENT YEARS. THE NET RESULT HAS BEEN TO FURTHER FRAGMENT 
THE PERONIST YOUTH AND DEEPEN THE DIVISIONS WITHIN THEM. 

HILT. 
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